THE CHIEF MINISTER
conciliation between Louis xm and his brother Gaston, in
the course of a scene when embraces were perforce ex-
changed and tears perforce shed; and he made bold to
arrest and imprison the Vend6mes, the natural sons of
Henri iv.
At last the Cardinal thought he could breathe freely,
when his secret agents, ever on the alert, informed him
that the conspiracy was reviving even more actively.
Nothing was ended, nothing was settled. The conspirators
harried Gaston d3 Orleans with their reproaches, and tried
to incite him afresh against Richelieu in favour of his hap-
less tutor, who still lay in prison. As for Ghalais, Madame
de Chevreuse had taken him back; dazzled by her assur-
ances, and uncertain whether he preferred winning this
too charming woman or the military post promised to him
by the Cardinal, he proceeded under the fascination of
those languorous eyes to betray the man whom his former
treachery had saved. The project now was nothing less
than bringing Gaston away from the Court, sending him
to Metz or La Rochelle, and setting him up as claimant to
his brother's throne. That was the gist of the instructions
transmitted to him by Chalais, in the course of midnight
conversations which delighted his romantic tastes, and
with an unconsciousness that almost inclines one to
indulgence.
But Richelieu showed no indulgence. He decided to
make a terrifying example for the seditious nobility.
Actually, Gaston d'Orleans was neither more nor less
guilty than Chalais; they were a pair of lads working each
other up into folly. But the King's brother was beyond
attack. With amazing callousness or cowardice, as soon
as he saw things go wrong and heard of Chalais's arrest on
July 8, Gaston revealed all he knew, and denounced his